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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 9 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Lech Kaczynski of Poland 
February 9, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. It’s really good to have 
you here. We have just had a extensive 
discussion about important issues. After this 
press statement, we’ll go have lunch and 
continue our discussions. And we’ve got a 
lot to discuss, because we’re strong allies 
and friends. We’re friends in liberty. We 
believe in peace. 

I told the President it’s amazing to be 
sitting with somebody who knows the dif-
ference between living in a society that is 
not independent and not free, and one 
that—and now he’s the President of a free 
country. I thanked the President and the 
Polish people for their support of the de-
mocracy movement in Iraq. 

We had a very interesting discussion 
about NATO and the European Union. You 
can be an active member of the EU, a 
loyal member of the EU, and a friend of 
the United States at the same time. I asked 
the President his advice on Ukraine. That’s 
what friends do; they share information and 
share strategic thoughts. 

We talked about the importance for com-
mercial ties. We’ll continue those discus-
sions over lunch. The President of Poland 
comes to a country that respects Poland. 
There’s a lot of Polish Americans that still 
got great pride for the homeland. We con-
gratulate you on your victory and welcome 
you. 

Thanks for coming. 
President Kaczynski. President Bush has 

spoken of the subject of our talks. The 
first part has been extended, to a certain 
extent, and we will continue our discussions 
during lunch. We have discussed issues re-
lating to NATO, the European Union, 
Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia and Iraq and 
Afghanistan. In other words, to speak—say 
very briefly, we’ve discussed all issues that 
both countries are interested in. 

Mr. President and myself have discussed 
issues relating to freedom in Ukraine and 
Belarus. And the support of the United 
States for all actions that are leading to 
freedom in Ukraine and Belarus are very 
important for Poland at the same time. 
There have been certain signals that might 
lead to an improvement of relations be-
tween the Republic of Poland and the Rus-
sian Federation. We have no certainty yet, 
but these signals we have received, and 
we’re hoping for an improvement in rela-
tions between Poland and Russia. 

We shall continue our talks in a few min-
utes. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Kaczynski spoke in Polish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on the Resignation of Claude Allen as Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy 
February 9, 2006 

Claude Allen has been a trusted adviser 
since 2001. As Deputy Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, he worked hard to  

improve the health and welfare of all Amer-
icans. During the past year, he has served 
as my top domestic policy adviser at the 
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